
Death Without a Will in Maryland 

In the event that you die without a will in the state of Maryland, any property that does not pass to your heirs 

by account titling or beneficiary designation will be transferred according to the chart below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At your 
death 

Determine 

next of kin 

Are you 

married? 
Yes Do you 

have 

children? 

No 

100% of 

residue to 

spouse 

Yes 

$15k and ½ residue to 

surviving spouse. Balance 

to issue by representation 

No 

 

Do you have 

children? 

Yes 

Whole to issue by 

representation 

No 

Are your parents 

alive? 

Yes 

100% to 

parents 

No 

Do you have 

siblings? 

Yes 

Divide among issue 

of parents by 

representation 

No 

Are your 

grandparents alive? 

Yes No 

50% to each grandparent or if 

only one survives, 50% to the 

descendants 

Do they have 

descendants? 

Yes No 

See MD Intestacy Statute 

§3-101 for details 

This information is not intended to be a substitute for a specific individual’s estate advice and we do not guarantee the accuracy of this 
information.  We suggest that you discuss your specific estate issues with a qualified attorney. 

This chart was adapated by Colin Meeks, CFP® of Maryland Financial Advocates, located in Baltimore, Maryland.  He can be reached at 
410-663-0700 or Colin.Meeks@LPL.com or www.MarylandFinancialAdvocates.com 
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